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Duabus Anlmabus^ a direct attack on the Manichean doctrine of the two souls. In this Augustine is unanswerable, and he is still temperate in his expressions.
In the following year Augustine commenced his long and interesting career as a public debater. The Manichean religion, so philosophic in form, had made considerable progress amongst educated people, who looked with some disdain on both camps of Christians—-the Donatists and the Catholics.1 At Hippo they had a bishop named Fortunatus who had hitherto, it seems, been master of the field. That did not imply a very great mental superiority in a town which, Augustine says somewhere, could not boast the possession of a single copy of Cicero. However, it soon became apparent that Augustine was a match for the Manichee, and the Christians hastened to arrange a duel. Both Donatists and Catholics pressed Augustine to meet him, and he consented. They then approached Fortunatus, who hesitated
1 It may be useful to anticipate the fuller treatment of the schism to the extent of giving a definition. The Donatists were the followers of Donatus, who had separated from his fellow-Christians because they took, as he thought, a laxer view of certain defaulters during the last persecution. Half the Christians of Africa were Donatists; but their opponents called themselves the ' Catholics/ as claiming to be in communion with the rest of the Christian world.